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WHAT

Legends of Vancouver is a free, 
location-based storytelling 
app that teaches us about 
the local Squamish legends 
surrounding Vancouver.  

(Drawing based on the work of 
Laura Wee Láy Láq)   



WHY?

Preserving these legends is 
not only an ethical matter; it 
is an artistic one. The 
legends themselves are 
beautiful works of 
storytelling, and it would 
benefit humanity to hear and 
appreciate them. They are 
worthy of being spread and 
preserved in their own right.



DETAILS
There are many wonderful Squamish legends about Vancouver, but do most Vancouverites know this? To 
preserve these stories, I’ve developed the concept behind a location-based “story app,” that helps people 
learn about the rich cultural background of Vancouver. Hopefully, this app would accomplish the 
following: 

➤ Introduce people to the native legends about Vancouver 

➤ Preserve these stories by raising awareness of their existence 

➤ Encourage non-aboriginal residents to consider their place in this country: as an invading culture, built 
on top of a pre-existing culture 

➤ To increase respect for the land by contextualizing it as a sacred and cultural place, full of its  
own histories 

➤ To make the legends of Vancouver easily accessible to as many people as possible 

➤ To help aid in relations between aboriginal and non-aboriginal people through the sharing  
of art and culture 

As a final note, the app would be based on the legends collected by famous Canadian author, Pauline 
Johnson, Tekahionwake. 



TARGET AUDIENCE 
Tourists, Educators, Avid readers, Hikers and explorers, People curious about the 
history of Vancouver



TOURISM, LANGUAGE, 
AND APP DESIGN

According to a 2011 BC 
government stats report 
about visitor entries, the 
largest groups visiting BC 
were from the US and China.  

(Source: http://
www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/
StatisticsBySubject/
BusinessIndustry/Tourism.aspx)



THIS IS WHY THE APP IS OFFERED IN:

➤ English 

➤ Sḵwx̱wú7mesh 

➤ Français 

➤ 普通话 

➤ ⼴广东话 

➤ Español 

But in theory, the app could be offered in any languages.  



FUNCTIONS



THE HOME SCREEN
LEGENDS OF VANCOUVER 
A LOCATION-BASED STORY APP 

“CHECKING YOUR WIFI 
CONNECTION…” 

You are online. 
(This means your GPS is live and you can 
discover stories as you explore Vancouver.) 

You are offline. 
(This means you won’t unlock stories as you 
go. However, you can replay old stories that 
you’ve collected. This is ideal for long bus 
rides, where you won’t have access to wifi.)  



THE HOME SCREEN
LEGENDS OF VANCOUVER 
A LOCATION-BASED STORY APP 

“NEW STORIES HAVE BEEN 
ADDED” 

This text appears when the app 
has updated and there are new 
stories for you to discover. 



THE HOME SCREEN
LEGENDS OF VANCOUVER 
A LOCATION-BASED STORY APP 

“MY DECK” 

This takes you to your collection 
of stories.



THE HOME SCREEN
LEGENDS OF VANCOUVER 
A LOCATION-BASED STORY APP 

“ALL STORIES” 

This takes you to a full list of 
stories, both ones you’ve 
“unlocked” (discovered) and 
ones you’ve yet to find. 

You can unlock stories by 
physically going to the location 
of the legend or paying the small 
cost of $1. The money will go to 
charities focused on aboriginal 
affairs. 



THE HOME SCREEN
LEGENDS OF VANCOUVER 
A LOCATION-BASED STORY APP 

“LOCATION SERVICES” 

For the app to work, you will 
need to allow location services. 

This is an on / off option button.



THE DECK

The Deck is the collection of the 
stories you’ve found. 

You can click to replay any of them. 

The stories are organized by 
location, with the name commonly 
used today beside its traditional 
name. 



INSIDE A STORY…

Functions: 

 Different Languages 

 Spoken Narration 

 Closed Captions 

 Bookmark Page 

 Help 

 Images 



(LAN) LANGUAGE

As mentioned, the text and 
narration in the story section 
of the app are offered in 
different languages. On each 
story screen, you can change 
the language of the text and 
narration.



NARRATION

The sound button toggles 
spoken narration and music. 

(T) TEXT / CLOSED CAPTIONS

The T button toggles closed 
captions, which can be on or 
off. 



BOOKMARK PAGE

Exit the story and go to the 
Deck, but when you return 
to this story, you’ll begin 
where you left off. 

BACK

Return to the home screen. 

HELP

Open an information page. 



THE ART ACCOMPANYING THE STORIES 
Ideally, Coast Salish artists would be commissioned to create simple, vector-based 
illustrations for each “page” of each story. 



LOCATION AND 
EXPOSURE



SIGNAGE AT SPECIAL SITES, SUCH AS STANLEY PARK 
Interesting signs / sculptural pieces of art could be designed for places such as Stanley 
Park, pointing to the site of the legends.  



POSTERS IN MUSEUMS, BOOK STORES, AND SCHOOLS 



SCOPE



WHY DOES THIS APP MATTER?
➤ The app is unique 

➤ It has great appeal to tourists, who are usually especially interested in learning about the 
unique culture of their destination. And, the app will “unlock” legends based on your location 
so you can discover the stories as you explore Vancouver! 

➤ Great appeal to educators, who often take children on trips to places such as Stanley Park 
already (SP has great education programs, and is rich with aboriginal legends) 

➤ Great appeal to environmentalists, because the acknowledgement of sacredness and the need 
for cultural preservation is also a compelling argument for preserving the land 

➤ Could be an education tool for aboriginal teaching. Plus, the app will have extensive 
aboriginal involvement, with the stories offered in different aboriginal languages, narrated by 
aboriginal speakers 

➤ The app will be accessible and appealing to as many people as possible, and use a combination 
of text, images, and narration, so hearing-impaired people won’t be excluded 

➤ Any profits would go towards aboriginal cultural preservation 



WHY NOT 
EXTRAPOLATE?

Legends of North Vancouver 
Legends of Vancouver Island 

Legends of Australia 
Legends of Japan

Loongkoonan (c.1910), Bush Tucker in Nyikina Country 2006, 
acrylic on canvas, Collection of Diane and Dan Mossenson, 

Perth, Western Australia © the Artist, courtesy of Mossenson 
Galleries



AND 
COLLABORATE
➤ Promotions 
➤ Contests 
➤ Partnerships with 

educational institutions



A STORY



“The Two Sisters”
Adapted from a story of the same name, as  

recorded by Pauline Johnson,Tekahionwake,  
from the book ‘Legends of Vancouver’ 



You can see them when you 
look towards the north and 
the west, where the dream-
hills swim into the sky amid 
the ever-drifting clouds of 
pearl and grey.



They catch the earliest hint 
of sunrise, they hold the last 
colour of sunset. Twin 
mountains they are, lifting 
their peaks above the fairest 
city in all Canada.  



Many thousands of years 
ago, there were no twin 
peaks like sentinels guarding 
the outposts of this sunset 
coast. They were placed 
there long after the first 
creation… 



…When the Sagalie Tyee 
moulded the mountains, and 
patterned the mighty rivers 
where the salmon run. 

Those were the legend-
making ages when great 
things occurred to make the 
traditions we repeat to our 
children to-day.  

  



Perhaps the greatest of these 
traditions is ‘The Two 
Sisters,’ or as we call them, 
‘The Chief’s Daughters.’  



There is an ancient custom 
amongst the coast tribes 
that, when our daughters 
step from childhood into the 
great world of womanhood, 
it’s an occasion for extreme 
rejoicing. 

The parents usually have a 
great potlatch, and a feast 
that lasts for many days. 



The being who posses the 
possibility of some day 
mothering a man-child, a 
warrior, a brave, is honoured 
above all people. 



But it was many thousands 
of years ago that a great Tyee 
had two beautiful daughters 
that grew into womanhood 
during the springtime.  



There were to be days of 
rejoicing, the people were to 
come from many leagues, 
were to bring gifts to the 
girls and to receive gifts of 
great value from the chief. 



The only shadow on the joy 
of it all was war with the 
Upper Coast Indians. Giant 
war canoes slipped along the 
entire coast and hatred, 
vengeance, and strife broke 
the silences of the nights. 

  



But the great Tyee, who had 
been the victor in every 
encounter, turned insultingly 
deaf ears to the war-cries 
and prepared to entertain his 
tribesmen and honour his 
daughters.   



Seven suns before the great 
feast, these two maidens 
came before him, clasped 
hand in hand. 

“Will you, for our sakes, 
invite the great northern 
hostile tribe – the tribe you 
war upon – to this, our 
feast?” they asked fearlessly.  

“Will	  you,	  for	  our	  sakes,	  invite	  the	  great	  northern	  hostile	  tribe	  -‐	  the	  tribe	  
you	  war	  upon	  –	  to	  this,	  our	  feast?”	  they	  asked	  fearlessly.	  	  



“To a peaceful feast, a feast 
in the honour of women?” 
he exclaimed incredulously.  

“So we desire it.”  

“So	  we	  desire	  it.”	  	  



“And so it shall be,” he 
declared. “I can deny you 
nothing on this day.” 

Then he turned to all the 
young men of his tribe and 
commanded: “Build fires at 
sunset on all the coast 
headlands – fires of 
welcome.” 



And when the northern 
tribes got this invitation they 
flocked down the coast to 
this feast of a Great Peace. 



They brought their women and 
children, game and fish, gold and 
white stone beads, baskets and 
carven ladles, and a wonderful 
woven blanket to lay at the feet 
of the now acknowledged ruler, 
the great Tyee. 

And he, in turn, gave such a 
potlatch that nothing but 
tradition can vie with it.  

  



The war canoes were emptied of 
their deadly weapons and filled with 
the daily catch of salmon. The 
hostile war songs ceased, and in 
their place was heard the soft 
shuffle of dancing feet, the singing 
voices of women, the games of the 
children of two powerful tribes 
which had been until now ancient 
enemies, for a great and lasting 
brotherhood was sealed between 
them – their war songs were ended 
forever.  

  



Then the Sagalie Tyee smiled 
on his children. 

“I will make these maidens 
immortal.” 



In the cup of his hands he 
set these two maidens in a 
high place, for they had 
borne two offspring – peace 
and brotherhood. 



And on the mountain crest the 
chief’s daughters can be seen 
wrapped in the suns, the snows, 
the stars of all seasons, for they 
have stood in this high place for 
thousands of years, guarding 
the peace of the Pacific Coast 
and the quiet of the Capilano 
Canyon.  

“Will	  you,	  for	  our	  sakes,	  invite	  the	  great	  northern	  hostile	  tribe	  -‐	  the	  tribe	  you	  war	  
upon	  –	  to	  this,	  our	  feast?”	  they	  asked	  fearlessly.	  	  



A new story has been added to your deck.



“The Two Sisters”
Adapted from a story of the same name, as  

recorded by Pauline Johnson,Tekahionwake,  
from the book ‘Legends of Vancouver’ 



Thank you.


